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He is lonely, but also determined to get home. A mother struggling to feed her family is confused by the world around her and
increasingly desperate. She is also lonely. She tries to buy a bottle of water, which quickly becomes the object of an exchange
between men, and an all-too-easy and awkward example of how the iron hand of society is being imposed upon her. And finally,
we meet a young woman who is horrified when she discovers that her family has been forcefully assigned a villa. She has been
coerced into accepting an order that she knows is wrong. She is angry, and humiliated. The father of a tiny girl is confused. He
is perplexed at why, despite his many efforts, his child refuses to take her prescribed daily dose of medicine. He isn’t angry at
her; he is scared. As are we. These are the people with whom we meet in Rahul Gandhi’s moving and ambitious new
documentary, The Truth, available for free online. The film opens with a question: “When I look back on the world I grew up in,
what is it I remember?” The answer is all of these people, represented in fleeting and undistinguished clips that Gandhi weaves
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into a story of his own life. There is not much original material in the film, and not much of Gandhi’s own voice to be heard,
beyond a few short reflections on what he has seen. Instead, we learn of his own experiences as a child growing up in a family
deeply and physically and emotionally affected by poverty, health problems, displacement and caste. He witnesses the result of a
family being split apart by the caste system, and the upheaval this causes. We hear of his efforts to protect his mother as she was
thrown out of her village by forces who told her to leave without her child. We watch as he is turned away from colleges he
wanted to attend. He is denied an education. He is denied access to the careers he might have pursued. And we hear about his
struggles as a teenager to get into college, and about the time when he visited the Dalit colony in Mumbai and experienced the
beauty and serenity of people who had chosen a life that allowed them to be free from the shackles of oppression and to live, for
the first time, in dignity. There is a great deal of information in this film. There is nothing new. The life of India is hard to
understand for anyone outside of India. We all know this. 82157476af
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